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Summary: 
Jeanne Arnold (formerly Jeanne Chalekian) is a lesbian feminist author of Racine, WI.  Arnold and her partner founded Mother Courage Bookstore and Art Gallery in Racine in 1978 to promote feminism and to establish a gathering place for women.  The collection contains manuscripts, papers concerning the 1977 St. Luke’s Hospital Strike, and materials from Mother Courage Press.  
Biographical / Historical Note  
Jeanne Arnold (formerly Jeanne Chalekian) is a lesbian feminist author of Racine, WI.  Arnold was born on Nov. 14, 1931. She attended the University of Wisconsin--Racine Extension for two years and continued her bachelor’s degree in English education, library science and journalism at UW—Madison, graduating in 1953. In 1952 she married Alexander Chalekian. She is the mother of two children. In the 1960’s she divorced her husband to begin a life with her partner.  
During the 1970’s, she and her partner worked at St. Luke’s hospital. In 1977, workers at the hospital staged a strike.  Arnold, a journalist, kept a chronicle of the six-week incident.  Arnold and her partner further founded Mother Courage Bookstore and Art Gallery in Racine in 1978 to promote feminism and to establish a gathering place for women. In 1981 Phyllis E. Sweet asked them to publish her manuscript entitled Something Happened to Me, which addressed child sexual abuse. Mother Courage Press published 5000 copies. The press eventually published 26 books on the theme of abuse, feminism, feminist spirituality, and lesbianism.  The business logo includes the universal symbol for female combined with a lifesaver and was designed by Barbara Lindquist. In 2004, Arnold began a series of seven memoirs entitled Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens, which detailed aspects of her life and relationships.

Content Description 

The collection consists of an unpublished manuscript on CD entitled Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens by Jeanne Arnold and one printed copy thereof, tracing her life and the life of her family as early as the 1940’s through diary notes and recollections. Arnold focuses on her relationship with her partner.  The papers also include a chronology of the St. Luke’s Hospital Strike in 1977, which contains news clippings, commentary and reports by the compiler. Several pamphlets listing the products of Mother Courage Press, Racine, are included.
Administrative Information

Acquisition Information:

Jeanne Arnold and Barbara Lindquist donated the collection in 2009.
Access Restrictions: 

There are no access restrictions on the materials, and the collection is open to all members of the public in accordance with state law.  
Use Restrictions: 

The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the laws of libel, privacy, and copyright which may be involved in the use of this collection (Wisconsin Statutes 19.21-19.39).

Preferred Citation: 

Archives and Area Research Center. Manuscript Collection MC 17, Jeanne Arnold Papers. UW-Parkside Archives, University of Wisconsin--Parkside.


Processing Note: 

Processed by Anna Stadick in January 2010. 

Arrangement:


The collection is arranged alphabetically by author, then record type.  


Related Collections: 

MC 006, Racine Labor Paper Photographs, 1922-1979.
The entire collection of books published by Mother Courage Press, as well as two books by Barbara Lindquist, was donated to the Archives in 2009.

Subjects

Geographical Terms: 
Racine (Wis.) 

Subject Terms: 

Child Abuse, Sexual--psychology

Feminism--United States--History--20th century

Hospital Workers

Lesbians--Family relationships.

Lesbians' writings, American.

Mother Courage Press 
Racine (Wis.)—Biography 
Racine (Wis.)—History 
Detailed List of Contents
	UWP MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION 014
	BOX
	FOLDER

	Arnold, Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens, 2004, CD
	1
	

	Arnold, Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens, 2004, Prologue/Contents
	1
	1

	Arnold, Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens, 2004, Book 1
	1
	2

	Arnold, Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens, 2004, Book 2
	1
	3

	Arnold, Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens, 2004, Book 3
	1
	4

	Arnold, Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens, 2004, Book 4
	1
	5

	Arnold, Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens, 2004, Book 5
	1
	6

	Arnold, Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens, 2004, Book 6
	2
	1

	Arnold, Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens, 2004, Book 7
	2
	2

	Arnold, Chronology, St. Luke’s Hospital  Strike, 1977-1980
	2
	3

	
	
	


iii

